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Intro To Bikeway
⚫ AKA bike trail, bike path, bike route, recreation 

trail 

⚫ Network of narrow paved roads, center loop 
surrounds our city  (Updated Nov 8) 

⚫ Supports transportation, makes city more walkable, 
less car-centric 

⚫ Recreation 

⚫ Time in nature 

⚫ For pedestrians, runners, bicyclists, skateboarders, 
e-bikes, baby strollers, … 



3

Instigation For Analysis

⚫ During a lovely intense night ride, stopped to talk 
with a cop 

⚫ Cited for being in a park after hours 
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Check City’s Bike Guide

⚫ Parks department has a long brochure about bikes

⚫ See https://www.siouxfalls.org/parks/bike, click on 
“2022 Bicycle Route Map”

⚫ Brochure discusses “Sioux Falls Bicycle Laws”

⚫ Has a map of the bikeway 

⚫ No mention of bikeway hours 
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Bike Guide Back
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Check City Ordinance

⚫ Ordinance 95.024 “Hours parks open to public”

⚫ Talks about park hours

⚫ City parks are closed from 10:00 pm to 5:00 am 
except Falls Park and downtown greenway which 
are open until midnight 

⚫ Parts of the bikeway are in parks 

⚫ Bikeway spans multiple parks plus the levee 

⚫ No mention of bikeway hours 
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Check Bikeway Signs
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Check Signs, Continued

⚫ Signs say this road is for 
everything but 
automobiles  

⚫ No bikeway signs 
mention hours  
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Police Patrols

⚫ Police occasionally patrol the bikeway on bike, 
motorcycle, car 

⚫ Supposedly reluctant to allow trail open at night 
without patrols 

⚫ But willing to keep city alleys, roads, and 
sidewalks open at night without patrols 

⚫ Having infrequent patrols is an invalid reason to 
close transportation roadways 
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Action Items In Work

⚫ Defend myself in municipal court 

⚫ Subpoena police department to get police video

⚫ Build community support with Sioux Falls 
Bicyclists and Sioux Falls Area Running Club 

⚫ Look for a list of citizen boards on SiouxFalls.org

⚫ Attend next meeting of the following city boards:  
parks, bicycle, active transportation 
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Summary

⚫ Transportation roads do not have a curfew 

⚫ It would be impractical to have 3 different curfews 
for one bike loop around one city: 

⚫ 1) no curfew for levee sections (not in a park)  

⚫ 2) 10:00 pm for most park sections 

⚫ 3) midnight for Falls Park and greenway

⚫ Lack of documented bikeway curfew says bikeway 
remains open all night  
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Recommendations

⚫ Encourage bikeway use for transportation

⚫ Encourage walkability, exercise  

⚫ Acknowledge lack of explicit guidance on hours 

⚫ Acknowledge that roadways do not have a curfew 

⚫ Amend city ordinance to explicitly keep bikeway 
open all night  

⚫ See "Bike Trail Issues" by myself May 2, 2018
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Enjoy The Night


