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A note on worldliness… from  Tabletalk: Commonly Tolerated Sins  by Rev. Jeremy Walker, May 

2023, pg. 25. 

It can be hard to spot the symptoms of a disease to which we have all succumbed. The condi-
tion becomes normal. Is that true of worldliness in the church of Christ? Worldliness can afflict the 
rich in their appetites and indulgences and the poor in their desires and aspirations. It seeps into 
God’s people in every time and place. 

The root of worldliness is love of the world, which cannot coexist with love for God: “Do not 
love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him” (I John 2:15). James bluntly identifies those  who have the idol of the world in their hearts 
as adulterers  and adulteresses, asking: “Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity 
with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God” (James 4:4, NKJV). 

We so easily justify worldliness among Christians; we call it fitting in, good stewardship, being 
all things to all men. At root, it is putting time over eternity, elevating the idol of self over the liv-
ing God. It is making the world our friend and so making God our enemy. It is the desire for an 
easy life. It is a self-indulgent love of pleasure. It is the foundation of many of the other compro-
mises we make and sins we subtly entertain. 

Worldliness must die, or it will breed. It must be struck and it must be starved. We strike it at 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to us and us to the world 
(Gal. 6:14). Until the world lies under the shadow of the cross to us, we will always yearn for it, as 
Israel did for he fleshpots and breadbaskets of Egypt (Ex. 16:3). And having stuck it, we must 
starve it by keeping our eyes on Christ and on the world to come: 

If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at 
the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. For you died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory. (Col. 3:1-4 NKJV) 

Until the crucified and risen Christ captures and enraptures our hearts, worldliness will defeat 
us. Until eternity transcends time with us, until we stop looking at the things that are seen and 
start dwelling on that which is unseen (2 Cor. 4:18), worldliness will keep its hold on us. The sim-
ple means of grace are primary in keeping a crucified risen Christ before our eyes, strengthening us 
to assault worldliness in our hearts. How often do we preach and pray about this? How much do 
we exhort one another? 
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METRO EVENTS 

CALLED TO THE 5TH DAY* 

5th Day and are now in the Lord’s glorious presence. 

Dan Leahy  June 28, 2025 

 

• Please contact Monica Voss at  
acorn1squash@gmail.com with those people we may have missed. Thank you! 

 

We celebrate the lives of those who have entered into their 

Make a friend, be a friend, bring a friend to christ. 

Marty’s Farm  
Bright Lake Farm 1461 50th St., Somerset, WI 

 

 Date: August 2, 2025 
Time: 3 PM  

Bring: Your songbook, yellow book, name badge, cross & cup. 
 

Potluck: BRING A DISH TO SHARE! (refrigeration & outlets available) 

Last names A-H: Salad 
Last Names I-M: main course  

Last names N-Z: desserts 

 
RSVP welcome to Kathy’s # 715-220-0796. Or connect with Kirstin Gonzalez or Veronica Van 



 3 

Metro Council Events Continued….. 

Upcoming Co-Ed Weekend: #693 
 

August 14-17th, 2025 
Immanuel Lutheran 

Princeton, MN 
Rector: Bob Everhart 

 
Team members are still needed on Kitch-

en and in the Rollo Room. Please reach 
out to Bob if you would like to join the 

team. 
 

Weekenders are also needed. Please 
prayerfully consider sponsoring. 

 

The next Training sessions at Immanuel Luther-

an Church are: 

 Saturday July 19, 8:30am—4:30 pm  

 Saturday Aug. 9, 8:30am—4:30 pm 
 

The Metro Council is seeking team members 

to fill open positions on Metro Council. 

If interested, please contact Brian Rath, Direc-

tor. 

Positions open include a Director Elect & Trailer 

Keeper. 

Director: This is a 3 year term. First year is Di-

rector Elect. Second year is Director of Metro 

Council. Third year is Past Director. 

Trailer keeper : Responsible to maintain sup-

plies on the trailer, haul the trailer to locations 

and store the trailer at times.  

Sponsor and Weekender 

applications can be downloaded 

at www.mnviadecristo.org 

Click on the FORMS* tab at the 

top of the page to drop down a 

list. 

*FORMS also includes “Work a 

Team Applications, Sponsorship 

information and  Prayer 

Requests. 


